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NGO ABAY — ETHIOPIA 

Thursday  Market 

Drawing in Walmara 

With the launch of 

this project claim that 

school club commu-

nity Gaba Kemisa 

Area, a place where 

they can find alterna-

tive activities in their 

daily lives and to 

complement the for-

mal school learning. 

The school club raises several leisure and 
formal training as an alternative healthy 
leisure and learning support to members 

of the community. 

The activities are designed: 

- Activities of educational support to stu-
dents in the upper grades of the school 

Bacho Walmara in main learning areas 
(mathematics, physics, English, lan-

guage) in order to improve their train-
ing for her Secondary Education. 

- Creating scholarships to continue 

studies in Secondary Education Holeta, 
for those students who meet the pro-
posed requirements. 

- Implementation of a classroom art 

classes in various artistic fields: music 
lessons, theater classes. 



 

- Work exchange 
workshops twinned 
with schools in Spain  

- Revitalization of the 
library. 

- Activities: playroom. 

- Cultural activities: 

lectures on topics of 
interest to individual 
members of the com-
munity, videoforums 

shows theoretical ac-
tivities of sports 
schools or other pro-
jects as Abay agricul-

tural demonstration 
plot. 

- Workshops health 
promotion. 

- Other related pro-

jects Education, 
Health and Commu-
nity Support, devel-
oped by the Abay in 

coordination with 
the relevant offices, 
requiring theoretical 
training. 



 
 

 

Seated in my wicker chair and by the light of the single 

candle that illuminates the nights in Walmara, I think of 

all that surrounds me and a smile lights up my face. 

It’s my third time here and from the first time I set foot in 

this place I haven’t stopped dreaming that a better world 

is possible. Since that November when I met a group of 

people in Addis and we set out on our way to Walmara,  

 

Each experience changes the life and view of each hu-

man being, some for better, some for worse, but they 

all make a change. Walmara was a paradise for me, a 

‘bálsamo de esperanza’ in the heart of Ethiopia. 

Marina from Walmara 



 
 

 

My first journey to Walmara was so different from the third, arriving here with my ‘Gari li-

cense’. Yes! Adunga and Motuma gave me the reins of the horse and I felt free as I never have 

before. My first days here were hard, we got up with the first rays of the sun and we didn’t 

stop until our eyes closed with tiredness. 

Without a doubt, the work of so many people that have passed through here up to now and 

who have created all this is impressive. Thinking of this gave me the strength to add my grain 

of sand to this marvellous project. I felt real nostalgia as I left behind the Abay enclosure with 

much left to be done. But I was lucky enough to go back! And this journey without doubt has 

made me feel like I was in a film of my ancestors. I could visit the sponsored families, to know 

their culture, their life, their homes. 

When you live these experiences and compare your life with that of other people you feel more 

strongly that we live in an artificial world created by a way of life in which hurries and pres-

sure dominate from day to day. Here the most important thing is the present moment. There 

is no rush, no appointment to keep, all you need is here and now. 

Tomorrow I leave for bustling Addis, but charged with energy. I feel fortunate to be part of 

this project, that fights for a better world right now, and those that are left have already 

brought many smiles of happiness. 

 

Five months in this country give you enough to write a book no less thick than Don Quixote but I 

could sum it all up in a few brief words: endless laughter, the full awareness of those yet uninfluenced 

by everything that in the ´first world’ we are familiar with as new technologies, friendliness, hospital-

ity and music accompanying even the coldest of nights. 

 



After several years of twinning schools 

in different cities of Spain together with 

the school of Bacho Walmara in Ethiopia 

we can say that the union is stronger 

every day. Our bonds are narrowed and 

bring us closer to take part in the reali-

ties of both places. 

Even with many things in common, our 

differences are as large as " the feet of 

a giant",  but thanks to them we learn 

and appreciate the virtues of each of 

these places. 

Thanks to the volunteers travelers of 

Abay, who carry things from one side to 

another, we can share letters, photos, 

videos, drawings and great experiences 

that bring us closer and let us enrich 

each other. 

The twinned schools undertake activi-

ties that allow implementing projects to 

improve the school of Bacho Walmara. 

Activities which allow us to know more 

about Ethiopia and its customs such as 

craft workshops, storytelling, reports, 

typical dances, coffee ceremony, gym-

khanas or charity races among others.  

All these activities are aimed at keeping 

development projects in education and 

health in our twinned school in Ethiopia. 

Projects such as the creation of a well, 

building a library, improving the furniture 

of the classrooms or creating a sports 

school. 

In turn, the school of Bacho Walmara 

carries out several activities which go 

after knowing more about the schools 

“on  the  other  side",  searching  for  a  

TWINNING OF SCHOOLS 



There is a school on the other side of the bridge 

Green and violet are the colours that covered its 
walls. 

Plenty of dreams, songs and laughs their children 
can reach 

Like the ones that in your school can be heard too. 

  

If you hold my hand with strength 

I´ll give you my pencil which can draw the moon 

Reading a book of beautiful tales  

While we collect stars and join our hearts in this 
morning of June. 

 

Close your eyes and come to me  

We´ll go to a world full of new words. 

Building a school surrounded by trees  

I´ll feel OK if I see you this good. 

The concern of all the twin-

ning schools of different cities 

in Spain is what has moved 

them to go to the School of 

Bacho Walmara.  

Looking for a connection in 

the distance through work-

shops, tales, letters, photos…

Flying awake to a land of col-

ours, scents and unknown 

rhythms for us. 

By using all these tools our 

intention is to create a com-

munication among children 

from different schools 

through the joy, listening to 

others, understanding and 

generosity. 

Bring Ethiopia closer consists of 

a bunch of round trips, sur-

rounding the stars and play find-

ing ourselves tangled on them. 

I KNOW A 

SCHOOL  

ON THE 

OTHER 

SIDE OF 

THE 

relationship of complicity and 

collaboration with the twinned 

schools. 

These increase awareness with 

other culture, with other ways 

of life, it also involves educa-

ting in tolerance, looking for the 

solidarity among nations and 

discover together the values of 

friendship and 

justice. 

We aim to make 

the whole educa-

tional community 

an active and es-

sential part of our 

cooperation pro-

jects. Making the 

link between the students, tea-

chers, families and the entire 

teaching staff of each school 

to get involve with internatio-

nal cooperation initiatives. 

To all those schools ... 

“GALATOMA “to make it hap-

pen. 


